
After 23 years of teaching, Mrs. Book is retiring

After tirelessly teaching for 23 years at Oak Hills High School, Mrs. Book, the beloved

chemistry and food science teacher is retiring to take a much-deserved rest. Mrs. Book has

done so much for the school and has impacted so many students over the years and has

passed down both knowledge and life lessons to students in her classes. While her journey has

been tough at some points, she kept going for over two decades, educating future doctors,

lawyers, and as she wanted, “responsible, functioning members of society.” Mrs. Book has been

such an impactful teacher to so many students and she will be dearly missed once she is

officially retired.

Mrs. Book’s journey into teaching first started before she even went to college. She

stated, “When I was younger, I taught swim lessons to people. Just kind of had a natural,

wanting to help somebody out.” Her selfless nature has been nurtured over the years, making

her a very successful friend, teacher, and mother. Even though she will not be teaching next

year, she will continue her selfless way in the form of volunteering and helping out the local

community. While most people know that Book teaches chemistry and food science, not many

know that she was first certified to teach biology first and foremost. While she taught at Mercy

McCulley first, she taught students there that would go on to join her here at Oak Hills. Book

said, “Kind of another thing is that you know I’ve got former students who are now teachers. So

Mrs. Ludwig was my student.” Before even coming to Oak Hills, Mrs. Book taught Mrs. Ludwig,

one of Oak Hills’ main science teachers most known for teaching AP Biology. However, after

taking a break from teaching, Mrs. Book would find her way to Oak Hills in a circumstance of

chance. While signing up to be a substitute teacher in her daughter’s district, Book stumbled



upon Oak Hills needing a teacher. She said that “Oak Hills needed a chemistry teacher, and I

was hired three days before the school year started. After having not taught for 12 years.”

Book’s hiatus was used to focus on her growing family and taking care of her new daughter.

While she had hoped to teach biology, she was still certified to teach chemistry, so she took the

job and joined the Oak Hills district where she’s stayed for 20+ years until now. Her career here

has been one of perseverance since she has had to pick up a lot of chemistry to fully fulfill her

duties. As she said, “I have taught myself and learned from other people a whole lot of

chemistry these past 20 years.” While she is leaving now, her time here should be an inspiration

to us all on how hard work and dedication can help you to not only teach but succeed in life

overall.

Teaching for so long has taken its toll on Mrs. Book as she has seen so many students

and dealt with so many different situations over the years, but she kept going to find the good

times and empower students with the gift of education. As with most teachers, Book shows that

she values those special moments from students when she stated, “Seeing the connection, or a

lightbulb going off on a student, it’s like I can almost still picture certain students like you’re

teaching them something and all of a sudden, things click and so then that’s really rewarding.”

The gratitude of previous students along with their positive messages have been great

motivators for Book as she continues teaching class after class, year after year, which can be

tiring for someone, even someone as passionate as Mrs. Book. Whenever she’s feeling low, she

taps into a special resource that has motivated her for many years. Many students show their

appreciation for teachers in the form of a letter, and Mrs. Book has kept every one that has been

given to her. She stated, “I have a box at the home of letters that have been given to me by

students, and when I’ve had a really low day, I’ll read a couple to give me reassurance that I’m

doing something right or something that matters.” However, stress gets to all of us, but Mrs.

Book is not one to let that stop her. One of her current students, Logan Brunner, stated, “She’s

nice, she’s as steady as she can get but she gets stressed, but even then she’s still really nice

and she helps people who need it.” She has held strong to her value of teaching and makes

sure that she always puts the students first, even on days when she is more stressed than

them. Book’s commitment to teaching should inspire us all to be selfless more often since it’s all

that she does every day, helping students and providing one of the greatest gifts of all,

knowledge. However, her actions had a wrench thrown in them as many of our plans did in 2020

when the Covid pandemic first started and spread across the world like wildfire. She had to

change her plans and teaching style like many teachers across the world as it switched to a

more virtual and distant form of learning for a while. It had quite an effect on Book, who said that



“It’s like juggling a lot of balls, and that’s been really fatiguing.” This year Book got back in the

classroom fully and got that person-to-person interaction that keeps her going every day in the

classroom as she finishes this year like she started, helping students to better their lives.

After teaching for so long, Mrs. Book feels that it’s finally time for her to retire and rest

after her successful career teaching here at Oak Hills. Like most teachers, Book deals with a lot

of work outside the classroom, saying that “I go home and I work on school work for an hour

and a half. A lot of people don’t realize that for a few teachers, my day doesn’t end at three.”

Book has stayed committed to her students and her work over the years and her dedication has

been an inspiration to students across the school. As time has gone on, Book has used the

face-to-face interaction between her and students to keep her motivated and teaching for so

long. While cell phones have taken some of that away, she still works to talk to her students on

more than just an educational level and really get to know them as well as teach them.

Furthermore, when she has this interaction with students, she can quickly become a friend to

students rather than just a teacher. One such person is Logan Brunner who stated, “She’s

always fun to chat with, especially when you’re just trying to stay on subject.” She encourages

not only students learning, but also their development as a person to strengthen their social and

human bonds. While Book has seen this grow over the years, she also has seen something that

brings her happiness, balance in life. Mrs. Book loves having a sense of balance in her life and

worked to teach her students that a life of variety is one better than one focused on social

media. She stated that “I think the kids that are involved in things outside of school are probably

the most balanced ones cause they’re doing something and they’re interacting a little more

away from social media.” Living life in different ways and creating a dynamic environment for

yourself is something that Mrs. Book wants every student to embrace to ensure that they grow

up to be happier adults and ones that are able to contribute to society in meaningful ways.

Teachers end up being some of the most profound impacts on our life and Mrs. Book has

been one of the influences for many students that have had her in one class or another. While it

is sad to see Mrs. Book retire and leave Oak Hills, the school should be grateful for her

dedicated work to education and all that she has done for hundreds, even thousands of

students throughout her years of teaching. Perhaps if you are a former student of Mrs. Book,

you should go back and thank her for all the hard work she did that you may or may not have

seen just to make your education that much better. She values what students give her, so write

her a letter she can happily add to her collection and take with her to retirement.


