
What’s Mock Trial? 

By: Gabbi Byrd 

Going to Oak Hills, I am sure you have heard of the program “Mock Trial” if you haven’t, you 

are missing out on an amazing club with fantastic students. Let me catch you up; Mock Trial is a 

club where students imitate a real trial of a lower court. Students can choose to be a witness, a 

plaintiff, or anything in between. There is also a real judge present during these “trials,” making it 

feel more real and more exciting. What is the process? Well, each section has a time limit, which 

makes thinking fast more difficult for the students competing. The sections that have time limits 

are: 

➢ Opening Statement (5 minutes) 

➢ Direct/Redirect Examination (25 minutes) 

➢ Cross/Re-cross Examination (25 minutes) 

➢ Closing Preparation (2 minutes) 

➢ Closing Argument (9 minutes) 

➢ Rebuttal (until end of the trial) 

The students apart of this club at Oak Hills put a lot of hard work and dedication into Mock 

Trial. When asked, “What made you decide to join Mock Trial?”, Elizabeth Phfalz, Junior, responded 

with, “I joined Mock Trial because it looked really interesting at the activities fair I went to as a 

freshman and I fell in love with it. It’s my third year and it’s so fun.” She wasn’t the only one who fell 

in love with the club. Fellow member, Scarlett Shorten also fell in love with the idea of becoming a 

lawyer thus joined Mock Trial to get a sense of the real world of law.  

When the question, “What do you love most about Mock Trial?” was asked, Sophomore, 

Katelyn Evans, was not hesitant in her response, “I really love that Mock Trial makes me think on 

my feet and pushes me to think critically. I also love learning about the law and interacting with the 



team.” Katelyn and her team have to be able to think fast and smart under pressure and during 

intense moments. Another member of the team, Isabella Livingston, said “As a program, we are all 

there for each other, everyone is always included and it is just a great way to spend a Saturday 

morning… I am so happy to be apart of this fantastic team.” Having to spend all year with each 

other, practicing, thinking critically, learning the trial process, and learning to understand their 

character, the team has gotten very close with one another and can even call each other family. 

 

Wondering why you should join Mock Trial? Here are some reasons you may be able to relate to: 

1. Interested in pursuing a career related to law? Mock Trial would be a great place to start, 

learn the process, get a feel of the environment, and learn to think critically.  

2. Want to learn to compose great arguments and think fast on your feet? This is the club to 

join! Each team learns to develop strong arguments that are persuasive and hard to beat.  

3. Are you interested in boosting your public speaking skills? Mock Trial would be a good start 

to learn how to speak in front of an audience under extreme pressure.  



4. Want to learn to work with a team in a competitive environment? This is a fantastic 

program to join where you get to learn how to work with others and learn the importance 

of communication.  

If you are interested in joining these lovely students in an intense, competitive program or if 

you have any questions pertaining to Mock Trial, please email Mrs. Budge (budge_a@ohlsd.org) or 

wait until next year’s activity fair! 
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