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In 1921, an unknown soldier from World War I had been buried at 
Arlington National Cemetery. The site itself was very beautiful, with a 
hillside overlooking the Potomac River. Acts like this helped designate 
Washington D.C. as an important spot for the reverence of Veterans.

In many other parts of the world, similar ceremonies were held. This 
led to memorials across the world being held on November 11th. This 
day became known as Armistice Day. In 1938 Armistice Day officially 
became a National Holiday and it was celebrated across America.

By then, the main point of Armistice day was to celebrate the Veterans 
of World War I. Though by this time, war was brewing up in Europe. 
This eventually led to World War II. Being one of the deadliest wars 
in history, with around 407,000 military deaths and over 12,000 
civilian deaths. Of course, such a brutal war like this would warrant a 
memorial. 

That’s why in 1947 on Armistice Day, a man by the name of Ray-
mond Weeks started the tradition that still goes on to this day. The 
first celebration coined the term “National Veterans Day” was held 
in Birmingham, Alabama. Weeks organized parades and many other 
festivities to honor all Veterans.

Though very similar to Armistice Day, this day commemorated 
Veterans from all wars including the most recent World War I. This 
was seen as a wonderful idea, as both people and politicians liked the 
change. In 1954, this change was made official when president Eisen-
hower changed the national holidays name to Veterans Day.

From then, the date November 11th stood as an important date which 
commemorated each and every veteran. Both the government and 
people hold their own celebrations. One prime example is the nation’s 
tributes at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at 11 a.m. on November 
11th.

Overall, this holiday which had started off as an unofficial ceremony 
and then into national celebrations is very accepted. November 11th is 
a date almost every American knows as Veterans Day. 

The History Of Veterans Day The History Of Veterans Day 
By Cade NewmanBy Cade Newman

After two years of delay, we finally returned to our incredi-
ble in-person Veterans Day Assembly. While our school did 
have a drive-through event during the pandemic to still give 
attention to Veterans, this year has returned to the event in 
all its glory. From 8:30 to 9:00 am, all students will pack into 
the new gym to give thanks and honor our Veterans, but 
what ways have Oak Hills celebrated Veterans for all they 
have done?

As a senior, I remember the last assembly we attended. Every 
student stood and applauded for several minutes until every 
Veteran sat down. A large screen played videos of students 
expressing their thanks. The awe on the faces of the Veterans 
while students surrounded them with unconditional support, 
stood out to me the most that day. I remember Veterans with 
their grandchildren who attend our school sharing moments 
together. I know we will see that 
reaction this year and even more 
due to the new additions.
This year we now have student 
ambassadors who will accompany 
the Veterans visiting on November 
7th. These specially selected teen-
agers are only considered for the 
position if they submit multiple teacher recommendations, 
showing yet another example of our school doing everything 
it can to make this day one of respect. We also have a Field of 
Flags donation going on to support Veterans which extends 
throughout the middle schools as well, but even schools 
outside of our district on the West Side. We also have a time 
after lunch when students can sign up to ask questions to 
Veterans so they can learn from a primary source about all of 
the work they have done. Oak Hills has really gone the extra 
mile to show up for all who have served. 

Oak Hills has truly put emphasis on supporting our West 
Side Veterans, but they still want to do more. They have 
claimed that ideally, this event would last for the entire day. 
However, due to November having very little class time for 
students on account of breaks and holidays, they must do 
their duty and give students time to learn. Still, I know they 
have even more plans for future assemblies, and the same 
spirit of respect for those who have served will continue on 
for as long as Oak Hills stands.

 Welcome to the Veterans AssemblyWelcome to the Veterans Assembly
By: Payton SimonsonBy: Payton Simonson

Have an Amazing Veterans Day,
and Thank You Veterans!

-The Tartan Times



The Veterans Day assembly has always been a momen-
tous day at Oak Hills. In its absence, however, students 
have had to take bigger steps to make Veterans Day itself 
a significant day of remembrance. But what makes the 
assembly so special to students and staff? What is it about 
this event that we’ve missed so much? An unnamed senior 
states “The thing I’ve missed most about the Veterans 
Day assembly is the looks on the faces of the Veterans. 
Seeing their joy really makes me feel like we’re making a 
difference.” Another student remarks, “I couldn’t believe 
how many of them there were, it felt like we were clapping 
forever!” While stories and speeches about veterans are 
spread each day, seeing the impact of gestures like our 
assembly on real people is not something that is easily 
forgotten. 
A Freshman, who hasn’t 
been able to experience 
the assembly, looks 
forward to the new 
experience. “I always 
heard that Veterans 
day at Oak Hills was 
really important, but 
I don’t really know what to expect since I’ve never gone.” 
Hopefully the experience will open not only their eyes but 
the eyes of their peers to the true meaning and value of 
honoring our Veterans. This event does not only affect stu-
dents, staff at Oak Hills have an even better understanding 
of its importance as a result of their multiple opportunities 
to experience it. A former teacher recalls, “I always ended 
up crying, no matter how many times I went it always 
seemed to get to me.” While this ceremony is primarily ca-
tered towards honoring and learning from veterans in our 
community, it can have a profound emotional impact on 
all who participate. Witnessing this impact has led many 
to take further steps to honor Veterans, through writ-
ing letters, seeking out other ceremonies, or donating to 
fundraisers, such as Oak Hills current drive for The Field 
Of Flags. The chance to see Veterans Day with new eyes is 
being given to three graduating classes at once this year, 
and I hope that it contributes to growing a generation of 
people who understand the importance of the sacrifices 
that have been made for their freedom.

 What Does Veterans Day Mean? What Does Veterans Day Mean?
By Grace LewtonBy Grace Lewton 

The first celebration of Veterans Day was in 1947. It later be-
came a holiday on June 1, 1954, when President Dwight D. Ei-
senhower signed the legislation to make it a holiday. Since then, 
Veterans Day has been celebrated annually across the country. 
Veterans Day allows citizens to celebrate and thank our Veterans 
for their service. As these Veterans chose to serve us and our 
country it is important that as a country and community we 
celebrate what they’ve done. Veterans Day allows the public to 
show appreciation toward Veterans.  
Most people celebrate the day by spending time with a Veteran 
they know. Many businesses offer special deals for Veterans on 
Veterans Day. Most restaurants offer discounts for Veterans Day 
on November 11th this year. A select few restaurants offer free 
meals for these veterans. Many programs such as zoos, muse-
ums, and resorts have discounts or free services for those who 
have served on Veterans Day. All these deals and events allow 
our Veterans past, and current, to have a day of appreciation 
with others. Veteran Day events and discounts can be found 
online at Military.com. 

Veterans Day means a lot to our country and is very important 
to everyone at Oak Hills. Sophomore Lillian Hardesty said, 
“Veterans Day is important to me because it reminds me of my 
great-grandpa who served in World War II, and others, who put 
their life on the line to save their country and better us today.” 
Oak Hills has students who may serve once they’re older, fami-
lies that have Veterans in them, and teachers who have served. 
Krik Rettig, a Biology and Genetics teacher at Oak Hills High 
School once served. Mr. Rettig 
enlisted when he was 19, going 
into college. Although one 
reason for his enrollment was 
money for college, the real 
reason was his want to make a 
difference and serve the coun-
try. Mr. Rettig brought up that, 
“the problem is people seem to forget that a large number of 
Veterans are unemployed, homeless, have mental disorders, and 
have a high suicide rate. It seems that Veterans Day is nothing 
more than ‘thank you for your service, have a donut day.’” This 
is important to recognize as it adds more value to Veterans Day, 
those who have served deserve more than just a thank you. 

Veterans Day is an important day for the whole nation, those 
who have and haven’t served. It is a day to spend with those who 
have served, listen to their story, and show gratitude. This hol-
iday is important to the Oak Hills community to show respect 
and gratitude to those who have served or are serving currently. 
Veterans day is a holiday designated for this, but appreciation 
for Veterans should be daily. Remember their service, sacrifices, 
and losses every day, not just on Veterans Day. 

Why do we celebrate Veterans Day? Why do we celebrate Veterans Day? 
By Taylor YeagerBy Taylor Yeager



My older brother, Sam Herzog, is currently in his last 
year at the United States Military Academy - West Point. 
I sent Sam some questions regarding Veterans as well as 
his military experience. Before continuing, it’s important 
to note Sam wanted to make it very clear that he is just a 
cadet who has been at West Point for three years and is not 
yet in the “big Army.” 
 First, I asked him what made him want to join 
the military. To this he said, “I wanted to use my talents 
and abilities in service of something profoundly important 
and fundamentally good. I believe that contributing to 
the defense of this country, its allies, and its values readily 
meets those conditions.” An admirable trait of Sam, people 
currently serving, and Veterans is that they are willing to 
contribute to this huge commitment. Though serving in 
the military is both profoundly important and fundamen-
tally good, many do not have what it takes to complete this 
task. With that being said, their acts of service do not go 
unnoticed.
 Sam also said, “Admittedly, I also wanted to 
challenge myself, to prove to myself that I could meet the 
demands of military life - be physically fit and mentally 
tough, be able to show courage and sound judgment in 
tense situations, etc.” This is an important point to make as 
being in the military is often done for individual purposes 
too. Obviously, it is hugely important to our country, but 
it still holds personal advantages and validation that are 
sometimes not brought to light.
 Next, I asked him if he feels as though Veterans 
are often stereotyped and in what ways. He highlighted 
the fact that the stereotypes of Veterans are largely shown 
in films that portray psychologically impacted people 
with trauma. Sam noted that undoubtedly this stereotype 
is helpful in presenting the needs of many Veterans after 
serving. “On the other hand, it may also cause people to 
be overly-sensitive or patronizing to Veterans who have 
been able to walk away from military life without serious 
adjustment problems.” Though this negative is present, 
he believes the gains of raising awareness for Veterans 
outweighs the possible costs.
 One of the main questions that I was interested in 
hearing from Sam was this: ‘How does military life com-
pare with what you thought it would be?’ When speaking 
more specifically about West Point, Sam said that “there 
is admittedly more bureaucratic red tape (in terms of how 
planning is done, decisions are made, administrative func-
tions performed, etc.) than I had expected, and the level 
of detail of some of the disciplinary requirements, as well. 

Finally, I asked him: ‘What were your parents’ reactions when 
you first told them you wanted to go to West Point?’ I will get 
into Sam’s response first, but as his younger sister, I can also 
put some of my perspective here as well. Sam said: “I think 
quite significant amounts of worry and uncertainty. They pret-
ty quickly started voicing concerns about worst-case scenarios 
as if I was about to march directly off to a battlefield. I think 
they also believed that my intellectual abilities might better be 
put to use in another, more peaceful profession. But they, of 
course, allowed me to make the final decision for myself, and 
they have since grown very supportive and understanding, for 
which I am extremely grateful.“
 As his younger sister, I had my own perspective on 
his decision to go into the military. I remember it felt like my 
mom bought, read, and looked up every possible hand book 
there was to know and have relating to West Point. As I was 
much younger, I don’t think I was able to fully grasp what this 
commitment to West Point truly meant. When I looked at the 
worry from my parents, I was almost thinking: ‘Why are they 
overreacting so much?’ In reality, it was hardly an overreac-
tion. at all. The work of cadets like Sam as well as Veterans in 
America should be taken seriously as many do not realize how 
big of a deal this act of service is. To the Veterans who may be 
reading this, thank you for your service.   

Veterans Day: From a Cadet at West PointVeterans Day: From a Cadet at West Point
By Emma HerzogBy Emma Herzog

Welcome HomeWelcome Home
By Quentin BurgessBy Quentin Burgess
Veterans Day, November 11th, is a day of remembrance, recog-
nition, praise, and a day to thank our brave Veterans for their 
sacrifices they have made for our country. Some of these Veter-
ans served in the Vietnam War; a devastating 20-year war that 
is known for its gruesome battles and its fight against Commu-
nism. Spanning from 1955 to 1975, the bulk of the Baby Boomer 
generation grew up during and fought in the war. Most were also 
victims of the draft, “a mandatory enrollment of individuals into 
the armed forces” according to the United States government. 
Thankfully, our newest generations never had to experience these 
drafts, and enrollment has been voluntary since 1973. One unfor-
tunate thing about the Vietnam War, is how the US despised the 
Veterans. Some citizens spat on and screamed at the Veterans as 
they reentered the US; despite the sacrifice and strife the Veterans 
had suffered through for their beloved country. That is why the 
simple statement of “Welcome Home” is so important.
 Saying “Welcome Home” to these Veterans is one of 
many ways to thank them for their service. I have had a couple 
relatives fight in the Vietnam War, and I am forever grateful for 
their sacrifice.  Most people have at least one Veteran in their fam-
ily. sure to thank them for their service, and welcome them home.



“The Veterans day assembly to me is a very important “The Veterans day assembly to me is a very important 
day to make every single Veteran that walks into our day to make every single Veteran that walks into our 
school feel important and feel like what they did for school feel important and feel like what they did for 
us was impactful because it was.”us was impactful because it was.” -Marlee Callahan, -Marlee Callahan, 
SeniorSenior

“Thank you so much for your service it takes a lot to “Thank you so much for your service it takes a lot to 
be able to go out and fight for the country and I hon-be able to go out and fight for the country and I hon-
or your courage.” or your courage.” - Erin Flickinger, Freshman- Erin Flickinger, Freshman

“It means kindness. This assembly is showing how “It means kindness. This assembly is showing how 
much we care and are interested in what they’ve been much we care and are interested in what they’ve been 
through, this assembly means a lot to me because I through, this assembly means a lot to me because I 
want them to feel special and cherished.” want them to feel special and cherished.” - Carmen - Carmen 
Gomez, FreshmanGomez, Freshman

“The Veterans Day assembly is a very important day “The Veterans Day assembly is a very important day 
because my grandpa and great grandpa also served in because my grandpa and great grandpa also served in 
the military, I think it’s important to honor these peo-the military, I think it’s important to honor these peo-
ple, as they have put their lives on the line for ours.” ple, as they have put their lives on the line for ours.” 
-Kaitlyn Schmidt, Senior-Kaitlyn Schmidt, Senior

“Thank you so much for everything you have fought “Thank you so much for everything you have fought 
for, and without you this world wouldnt be the same for, and without you this world wouldnt be the same 
we would have the rights that we do now. I just want-we would have the rights that we do now. I just want-
ed to say thank you for all of the sacrifices you have ed to say thank you for all of the sacrifices you have 
made for me for the whole U.S. so that we may have a made for me for the whole U.S. so that we may have a 
better life” better life” -Owen Beuerlein, Sophomore-Owen Beuerlein, Sophomore

It is important because some of these people don’t get It is important because some of these people don’t get 
the recognition and the appreciation they deserve, the recognition and the appreciation they deserve, 
and I’m glad our school has an opportunity to offer and I’m glad our school has an opportunity to offer 
that to them. that to them. -Jackson Lowe, Junior-Jackson Lowe, Junior

So many faces unknown, but all the same, 
Bound by service; the protectors of this land, 

Those who bear freedom’s flame,  
For the liberty of the American people, they 

stand. 
From sea to shining sea, 

The brave and courageous bolster proud spir-
its, 

Only natural for the fighters of the free, 
Overwhelmed with respect, a crowd of the 

thankful sits. 
But if unknown, why hold such a grateful 

ceremony? 
For a face not known surely can’t touch the 

heart, 
Eyes unrevealed can give no testimony, 
So why with such respect do we impart? 

The answer is simple: no face is needed to 
express gratitude to veterans standing tall;

We don’t know them all, but we owe them all. 

Idebted Idebted 
By Alex TaftBy Alex Taft
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