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As acceptance letters begin pouring in and you start the process of deciding which school to go 
to, you should also be considering scholarships to help you with tuition costs. A scholarship is 
an award of financial aid for a student to further their education. They are awarded based on 
various criteria such as your GPA, financial aid, geographic boundaries, demographics, your 
field of interest, and even your scores on the ACT or SAT tests. 
 
You may be wondering what’s the deal with these scholarship things, what about them cause so 
much stress to people. Well, one of the reasons they cause so much stress for people is finding 
them is a pain. Trying to figure out what scholarships to apply for is also a pain. One tip to help 
figure out what scholarships you should apply for is making a list of your activities, 
organizations, what you’re interested in, skills that are unique, your past and current job (if you 
have one), and what your field of interest is (what you’re degree might be). The list should be 
filled with 20-30 items. This will be extremely beneficial in helping you find scholarships tailored 
to you. 
 
After creating a list, all you need to do is simply research scholarships based on the list you 
made. I would recommend looking at the school or school’s websites you are thinking about 
going to in order to see if they have scholarships you would be interested in. If you’re having 
trouble finding good websites for scholarships, check out scholarships.com. Scholarships.com is 
an amazing website that allows you to look at scholarships for various criteria such as your 
major, ethnicity, ACT score, student organizations, etc for free. 
 
Now you have found some scholarships that are tailored to your interests, hobbies, etc by 
researching, here comes a big question, are they real or are they fake because believe it or not 
there are fake scholarships floating around. Here are some tricks to tell if the scholarship is real 
or fake. First, most scholarships require you to write an essay, the fake ones will most likely ask 
for the essay to be one hundred characters or less. Second, the wording used to describe the 
scholarship. If you see the words “drawing”, sweepstakes”, or random selection”, it is most likely 
fake. Third, if the scholarship requires you to only put your basic information as most real 
scholarships will require additional information such as your transcript, SAT/ ACT scores, 
recommendation letters, and/or GPA. Fourth, asking for your social security number, the only 
legitimate site that should be asking you this is the FAFSA which is a government site. The final 
trick is if the scholarships are awarded weekly or monthly. Legitimate scholarships are given out 
once or twice per year. 
 
You have found scholarships that are tailored to you and are legitimate, you’re almost done. 
The next step is writing the essays that come with scholarships. Writing an essay for a 
scholarship can be extremely stressful because you want the essay to be perfect. So here are 
some tips to help you not stress and crush the essays. Tip one is to plan in advance, don’t wait 
until the last minute to write your essay. Making a calendar that has all of the due dates for the 



scholarships would be highly beneficial to keep you on track. Just be sure to give yourself time 
to brainstorm and proofread the essay before sending it off. Tip two is to choose a topic that 
you’re passionate about or interested in. If you are bored writing the essay, then the scholarship 
committee reading your essay will be bored too. Tip three is to create a strong introduction. The 
introduction is the pinnacle of a good essay because that is what draws the reader in and you 
want them to be hooked on your essay. You want to give your reader a good preview so they 
will want to read your essay. Tip four is to make the conclusion just as good as the introduction 
(and the rest of the essay) if the reader has read this amazing essay and then you crap out on 
the conclusion, they will not be very happy. One way to make a good conclusion is to not just 
paraphrase your essay, be creative and think outside the box. The final tip is to make sure 
someone proofreads your essay. If you ask someone else to proofread, they may catch 
something you didn’t even notice or give you a totally different perspective on your writing. 
Reading your essay out loud is also immensely helpful. 
 
The moment of truth has come, you have found legitimate scholarships that are tailored to you, 
you have made the most amazing essay you can, and now you are sending off your completed 
scholarship application. You can let go of that big breath you have been holding onto and relax 
knowing you did the best you could possibly do with your scholarships. I hope all of these tips 
and tricks have helped to make your scholarship experience less stressful. 


